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. . . Pursuant to notice, the regular .
monthiy méeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Gomﬁission convened at 10:00 o'clock
a.h.:on Friday, May 1§,.1978, at Lake Charles,
Louisiana, Donald F. Willé,~Vice Chairman, pre-
siding. . o e

PRESENT WERE:

DONALD-F. WILLE, Vice Chairman
MARC DUPUY, JR., Member

J. C. GILBERT, Member

CHARLES RIGGS, Member

J. BURTON ANGELLE, Secretary

1. Approval of minutés'of FeBruaryHZS and
March,Zi, 1978,

2; Rules for Spring Bayou Wil&life Management
Area campsites.

3. Comment re contr§versy between State and
private campground areas.

T

4. Louisiana Wildlife Federation recommendation
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(3)
(5)
(9

(10)
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agent in Southwest Louisiana.
5. Adjournment. ' . (12
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THE CHAIRMAN: Good morning, ladiés and
gentlemen. I would like to welcome you to Lake
Charles to the annual Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission setting of the seasdns. This meeting will
be do;e in twoAsegments. "We will have our formal
meeting first and then we will have our publie
hearing. As soon as we finish the formal meeting
I am going to set down a few ground rules for you
on the public hearing. | |

I am Don Wille. I am Chairman of the
Commission today. I.am.normally VicevChairman. To
my left is Mr. Marc Dupuy from Marksville and to
hisxleft.is Mr. Charlés Riggs froﬁ Hackberry. To
my right is Mr. J. Burton Angélle, the Secretary
of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and
to his right is Mr. J. C. "Sonny" Gilbeft, former
Senator from Sicily Island.

| We will open the meeting with Item:No. 1,
which is the approval of the minutes -- this is
going to be a very short meeting, by the way, the
formal meeting —-- approval of the minutes of
February 28, 1978 and March 21, 1978,

MR. DUPUY: I so move.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr; Dupuy.
MR. RIGGS: Second.
jTHE CHAIRMAN: Seconded b} Mr.. Riggs.
All_in favor say aye.
o IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any negative votes?
(No response) |

So moved;.

Mr. Angeile just callgd to my attention.
that we have fhrée:ﬁembers who are not present
today. Mr. Doyle Berry, the Chairman, who is in
Washington.on business; Mr. Jean Lapeyre from
Hoﬁma, wﬁo:is at Notre Dame getting‘his daughter
graduated today; and Mr. Clay Luttrell who 1s in
Canada, représenting the Commission at the DU
meeting and convention.

Under the heading of other business,
the only othef suggestioh I have, Burt, is I would
like to make sure that we put that oyster discus-
sion on the agenda for next month, concerning the
survéys.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Will do.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1If there is no further
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business -- do we have any?
| MR, DﬁPUY:' Mr. Chairman, I do have some- -
thing in the line of other business; |

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, go ahead.

MR. DUPUY: Gentlemen, we havg had on the
Spriﬁg Bayou Wildlife Managément the completion éf
‘a caméground and. campsite project. The architect
has approved the pfoject, the project has béen
compléted. 'It provides for 20 parking sites with
'Vater and electriéiﬁy. The project is ready to be
put iﬁto public use énd awaits a decision of this
Commission for the fixing of the campgrbund fee
fof1overpight parking; the establishment of policy
regulations that would pertain to the overnight
parking aﬁd camping.

Our biologist and managemént supervisor
on the‘Management Area are ready to\begin the
opening of the area after we establish a'policy.

I would likelat this time to hear some comments
from Joe Herring with regard to his feelings on
it before we discuss it a little bit further,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Marc.

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Marc. One thing
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about this camping area, it is a fairly nice a:ea
with a lot of trees in it. It is on Spring Bayou
and some of the campsites are right looking over
the water. I -would just like to say we have some
privéte businesses around fheré where people rent
campéites and we certainly don't want to go into
cOmpetitioh with these. .We are working up some
recommendations on it, as we have on other areas,
‘and possibly at the next Coﬁmission meeting we
will have ail these. .We are thinking about $5.00
pef night on it, and the same thing wé have‘on a
lot of oﬁr'othqr areas where we do not charge;
wgwdo the a time liﬁit. :Tﬁat is not more than 14
nights at the camp becﬁuse in some of these free
camping areas -- I don't know how this is going to
be on the charging one since this is ﬁhe fifst one
we have ever gone into -- but oﬁ somé of these
free ones we willlget homegteaders there occasion-
ally, so we have to have som; kind of rules.to get
them to move off.

Another thing we will have probably to
recommend is some type of check-in and check-out

3

time, since we are adding a facility here that is
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going-to take much'maintenance since we are fur-
nishing electricity and water there plus cleanuf
services and everything, We-are not adding any
more people over there and so we will possibly
reco@ﬁend that they have to come in before a cer-
tain.time and check out at a~certéin time, ratﬁer
than coming in .at a11.tiﬁesiof'the night there
and trying to come into the camping area.

It is a very nice.area there and we
would invite the people who are hére'for tbis
héaring, sometime when you are going through
Marksville there by Spfing Bayou to drop by and
see it and possibly camp on the area.

| This 1is the first‘one we have ever gone
into like this. It is kind of a pilot study to
see how camping areas like that work out,. We are
not in competition with the Park Service or anyone
else., It is jugt.that we had a very nice facility
there to try to improve and through the legisla-
tive groups around that area and our Commission,
we did get some fundé to bulld this camping area
so we are going to give it a try there; so we will

have everything worked up for the next Commission
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meeting, Marc.

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you have a recommenda-
tion, Joe; for the Commission to make a motion or
anything?

- 'MR. HERRING: Well, I think Marc just
waﬁtéd us -- was that it? That would be my
reco@méndations, what I gave right then, but I
ﬁhink he was wanting that to be completed next
month. We.can go ahead and do it how, and open it

MR. DUPUY: I wanted to move that we
establish the policy and go ahead and open as soon
as we can do so, with a little pubiic ceremony and
a fibbon#u;ting and some publicity which will be
bgpeficial to the area and let people know that
this area 1is available.. With regard gq that, I
would like to suggest that Joe and Jerry Owens,
the resident biologist, 'and Don Blackwell, the
resident management supervisor, be prepared to
open at the time when they feel it is ready;

MR. HERRING: O. K., those wéuld be the
recommendations. Five dollars per night, no more

than 14 straight nights., They would have to move

out for one week and come back in and we would
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have a chéckout.time that would be normal Qorking
duty hours for the personnel on the Area at this
time. |

MR.~DUPUY; I would so recommend; so
move; Mr. Chairman. |

THE CHAIRMAN: O. K., do I have a
second? | |

| MR. RIGGS: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Riggs.
-All in favor?

IN‘UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Those opposed?

| .'(No response)

The motion.éarries.

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr., Chairman.

MR. DUPUY: Thank you. I might make
one fﬁrther comment. I am sure most of you have
seen in»the newspapers recently/some criticism by
associations representing various campground area
oﬁners, particularly with the regard to some 27
campggounds n&rth of Lake Pontcﬁartfain and some-
what of a cbntroversy with the State Parks ahd.

Recreation Commission anﬂ/or the Tourist Commission
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‘paper recently, within the last three or four days,

with regard to the State parks not charging and
being competitive with private parks and being
somewhat detrimental to private industry and pri-
Yate.enterprise.

My recollection of the articles in the

was that the State Parks and Recreation Commission
would consider charging cdmmensurate fees so as to
not be damaging to priVate industry. I think this
is part of the ovefall feeling that is going on
throughoufifhe State. That is one of the reasons
I wanted to bring it up today. |
| | - THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K. Do we havéfany"

fu;ther commehts from the aﬁdieﬁce? Jack, come on
up, state your full name. Jack, this doesn't per-
gain to the hearing, right?A

'MR. JACK SEARLES: Thank you very much,
Mr. Wille.. I am Jack Searles; Vice President of
the Seventh District of the Louisiana Wildlife
Federation. | |

The various sﬁbrting clubs of Southwest
Louisiana have met, the affiliates of the Louisiand

Wildlife Federation, and instructed me to come up
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here and reéuesf that when Mr._Beﬁ Jardell retires
that Lieutenant Charles ngage be elevated to
Agenﬁ III and be plaéed in Ben Jardell's job. We
feel it would be to the benefit of the sportsmen
éf Southwest Louisiana ;nd all concerned.

We would like to thank Ben for the many
&ea:s ofxgobd service that he has given ﬁs. He
has done a good job and we ?re‘going to miss him.

(Applause)

THE CHAIRMAN: Jack, we certainly appre-
ciate the remarks you said about Captain Jardell.
I personally know him ﬁyself and I know that he
has been a very,'very good:agegt.

This Commission is a policymaking body
ana.the only thing we can do is recommend to Mr.
Angelle and whoever the other deciding forces may
be, and sometimes it is not Mr. Angelle who
decides -- I might;tell you that --.but we can
make our recoﬁmendatiohslbut we are a governing
body which sets policy for the_Commission. p !
just want you to know that, and we try to keeb
out of personnel-type situations.

We certainly thank you for your input,

[ .
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though, and we apﬁreciate'the recommendation and
I am sure that Mr. Angelle will take this under
consideration.

Do you have .anything to say, Burﬁ?

SECRETARY ANGELLE: well, the résponsi-
bilify i1s mine and I accept that responsibility
and not anyone else. . |

THE CHAIRMAN: d. K. If there is np'
fu;ther.business before the'Commission, whgt'we
are goiﬂg to do 1s stand adjéurned¢ It will take
Bob Smothers about two minutesfto-ch;ngg t@e tapes
because we have to go into another tépeisituétion
qnuthe hearing. So,;if there is no'furthér busi-
ness before the Commissioh, we will adjourn at
this time. |

‘Thank you.

(Whereupon, the regular monthly

/ -

meeting of the Commission was

adjourned.)
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_I, the undersigned reporter, DO HEREBY
CERTiFY that the above énd foregoing (12 pages
"0f typewritten mattef) is a true and correct
transcription of the taﬁé recording of the
pfoceedings here;n, transcribed by me, at the
time and place hereinbefore noted.

New Orleans,_Louisians; this 19th day of
June, i9?8; . | '

: y ) .pr. .A
Xathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter,
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